
EGM/GPLVAW/2008/SP.02 
 May 2008 

 
ENGLISH only 

 

 

United Nations Nations Unies 
 
 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  
United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women  
 
Expert Group Meeting on good practices in legislation on violence against 
women 
United Nations Office at Vienna, Austria  
26 to 28 May 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legislating for women’s rights in the context of  
the HIV pandemic:  

Draft legislation project description 
 
 

Supporting Paper prepared by: 
 

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network∗  
Ontario, Canada 

 

                                                 
∗ The views expressed in this paper are those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the United 
Nations. 





EGM/GPLVAW/2008/SP.02 
 May 2008 

 
ENGLISH only 

 

 

The draft legislation will address four key areas of law which are fundamental with 
respect to women’s vulnerability to HIV infection and the rights of women living with 
HIV.  They are: 
 

• Rape and sexual assault; 
• Domestic violence; 
• Property law and inheritance rights; and 
• Family law (i.e., marriage and divorce). 

 
The strategic decision was made to focus on these four areas because (i) the




